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PROFESSI ONAL Gunni ng & LaFazia, Inc. A Providence
| aw EXPERI ENCE firmspecializing in civi
trial litigation

Associ ate 1969-1974, Partner and

Corporate Officer, 1994-present:

specialized in trial practice with
enphasis in insurance defense,

product liability
def ense and nedical issues in
civil litigation at the Superior Court

| evel until 1976, when enphasis shifted
to Workers' Conpensation practice.
Litigation responsibilities included
product of all phases of litigation such as
case analysis, client counseling,
i nvestigations, depositions, court
di scovery, settlenment negotiations,
arbitration, alternative dispute
resol uti on proceedi ngs, jury and
non-jury trials, admnistrative
heari ngs, and appeals to the Rhode
| sl and Suprenme Court

Superior Court From 1971-1976, litigated as | ead
Experi ence counsel at |east 15 Superior Court
jury trials to a

conclusion annually. After

1976, maintained an active Superi or
Court caseload with approximately five
civil jury trials per year tried to a
conclusion as | ead counsel.



Wor kers' Conpensati on In 1976, the majority of practice

Experi ence shifted to the Workers' Conpensation
Conmmi ssion, later to becone the
Wor ker s’ Conpensati on

Court. During the first
fifteen years of Wirkers' Conpensation
practice, enphasis was on the defense
side. After the 1990 and 1992
Amendnents to the workers' Conpensation
Act were enacted, enphasis shifted to
enpl oyee advocacy with a practice of
approxi mately 50% enpl oyee ori ented
cases and 50% defense oriented cases.
Mai nt ai ned an active case |oad in excess of
500 clains. An average court day
conpri sed 6-15 cases, many of which
resulted in conpletion through trial,
particularly during the 1989-1994 period when
t he backl og at Workers'
Conpensation Court was elim nated.

Appel | at e Experi ence Appeal ed approxi mated 10% of Workers'
Conpensation trials to the Appellate
Division, with the actual nunber
decreasing in recent years. Appellate
Di vi si on work included reasons of
appeal, show cause hearings and
petitions for
certiorari to the Rhode
| sl and Suprenme Court.

Suprene Court Argued nore than 50 cases to the

Supr eme

Experi ence Court, and as |ead counsel, am noted
as the participant in nore than 30
witten deci si ons.

These appel |l ate procedures

required brief witing and oral argunment

before the Rhode Island Supreme Court.

Sone of the mmj or decisions representing t he
| aw i nvol ved are attached hereto.

Arbitration Experience |Involvenent with arbitration began
with adm ssion to the
American Arbitration

Associ ation. Upon request, served as

arbitrator under A. A A sponsorship.

Subsequent thereto, served as arbitrator in
t he Rhode |sland Court-annexed system

whi ch pro ides non-binding arbitration



on cases pending in Providence County
Superior Court, later being extended to
ot her counties. Ruled on nore than 150
cases, with an estimted acceptance rate
appr oachi ng 80%

Rendered nore than two dozen binding
decisions in ny capacity as an
arbitrator under the Alternative

Di spute Resol ution

format.
My nost active arbitration practice
consi sts of being appointed the
"inpartial" arbitrator in binding

arbitrations. For the past

four years,
averaged over one binding arbitration
session every two weeks. This

practice requires

counsel for the plaintiff and

def ense appointing their own parti al

arbitrators who then choose the

“"inpartial" arbitrator. This process,
utilized in uninsured/ underinsured
claims and pending cases in the Superior

Court, has aided in a reduction of the

casel oad at those courts and earlier

trial dates for the remining cases.

Judge of Probate, Lincoln, RI.
July 1995 - Novenber 1998
Heard approxi mately ten cases per
nmont h, sonme with testinony under oath
and full heari ngs.
During nmy tenure, only three
cases were appealed to the Superior
Court for trial de novo, and, to date,
none of ny decisions have been
overturned.

EDUCATI ON Boston Uni versity School of Law
Boston, MA
Juris Doctor, May 1969

Uni versity of Rhode Isl and
North Kingstown, R I
Bachel or of Arts, 1966

BAR .State of Rhode I|sl and
VEMBERSHI PS . Commonweal th of Massachusetts
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Associ ati on

Associ ati on

.United State District Court for the
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